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We understand the frustrations that come with receiving the news that your home contains Poly B™ 

piping can come as quite a shock. You may be currently dealing with steady leaks in your home, and 

you’re concerned about further damages. Or, perhaps you haven’t experienced a leak in your home, 

but are aware a home contains Poly B™ piping and are trying to determine if a replacement is 

necessary.

If any of these sound familiar, you are in the right place and this document will be essential in 

helping you through this process.

Dear Homeowners,

Who is Tyee Mechanical?

Tyee Mechanical © page 1

We are licensed, bonded, and insured plumbers with decades of experience. We have successfully 
completed several Poly B remediations in the Comox Valley. Our business has received a number 
of 5-star reviews online for our plumbing, heating and gas service.



What does Poly BTM Piping look like?

Why does Poly BTM Piping fail?

Poly B™ piping, known as polybutylene, is a type of grey plastic plumbing 

pipe most commonly used for residential plumbing works between 1985 

and 1997. Poly B™ was common in North America, almost all new builds 

and renovations that took place during these years used this type of pipe. 

Poly B™ has been banned due to extensive water and property damage 

caused by it’s high failure rates.

What is Poly BTM piping?
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If you are looking for a short answer, it is 100%. It is not a question 

about if it will fail; but when

involved with the deterioration of the piping make the exact time 

frames impossible to determine. Here are some notable factors in 

determining the failure rate of Poly B™ piping:
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What is the Failure Rate?



The use of Poly B™ was banned by the National Plumbing Code, which oversaw all plumbing trades in Canada and 

refused to recognize Poly B™ after 1997. The pipe was disallowed to be used to construct any building requiring 

piping systems.

Poly B™ piping throughout hundreds of homes. Poly B™ was reported to be failing after a few years of installation. 

lawsuit. 

When was Poly BTM Banned?

Poly BTM

Poly BTM Lawsuits and Litigation History
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Lawsuits, Litigation, and Insurance



There is a boom in BC’s real estate market with decade-low housing 

supply and historically low-interest rates. This means that houses are 

moving regardless of Poly B™ piping, and many buyers and sellers may be 

and the risks involved. 

Selling a Home with Poly BTM

Buying a Home with Poly BTM

Poly BTM and Home inspectors
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Real Estate and Poly BTM Piping
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piping released on the market.

• Can come color-coded.

• Estimated life expectancy is 50 years.

Class C PEX Piping (Low-Grade)

Class B PEX Piping (Mid-Grade)

regularly accessible through typical plumbing suppliers. 

• The pipe is cross-linked and has adequate freezing and heat-resistant prevention qualities.

• Estimated life expectancy is 50 years.

Class A PEX Piping (High-Grade)

• In its most advanced grade, this pipe can handle up to 497 psi.

extreme heat applications.

and domestic water lines.

• Estimated life expectancy is 100+ years.

The Poly BTM Replacement Options

Installing a new plumbing system into a building requires adequate knowledge about the 

expectancy. Here is a list of available home piping options.
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Poly B™ remediation or replacement requires 

the services of expert craftsman in four

professional trades:

However, with all of these trades involved, it opens up the door for problems, such as:

Poly BTM Contractors

Hiring an experienced contractor is invaluable especially when replacing Poly B™ piping because:

Why is the Experience so Important?

Responsibilities of Poly BTM Contractors

Plumber – removes and installs new water lines during the Poly B™ replacement process.

Taper – seals joints between wallboard and plasterboard and repairs holes cut in drywall and ceiling to 

prepare the wall surface for painting.

Painter – paints the work area to become similar to the other parts of the house.

Texturer – textures the ceilings to match the home.

Poor communication

Inaccurate quotes

Missed deadlines

Poor craftsmanship

Insurance issues

The right contractor should know your home without visiting, have access to blueprints, 

and be able to give you an estimate over the phone in 5 minutes in most cases.

The contractor should complete the Poly B™ remediation project as scheduled by meeting 

pre-scheduled deadlines.

Quality craftsmanship that guarantees 100% replacement of all active Poly B™        

inside of the home.

Plumbers, Tapers, Painters, and Texturers
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www.tyeemechanical.com

tyeemech@shaw.ca

any questions that you may have 
regarding Poly BTM Piping.

TM Piping?

Feel free to contact Tyee Mechanical with

 Replacement Process

         


